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Welfare Facts 
 
Number of People on Welfare 
In August 2013 a total of 177,684 people in BC live on welfare.  
One in 25 people in BC live on welfare.  

73,807 BC residents were on Temporary Assistance welfare in August 2013.  
A further 103,877 people were on Disability Assistance. This is the highest number of people on 
Disability Assistance since at least 1995. 
Since 2006, before the last recession, the number of people on welfare has increased from 
132,606. This is an increase of 33% or 45,000 people .The number of people on welfare has only 
declined by a 4,000 since its peak in 2011, the economy has still not recovered. 

Welfare Rates 
Single Person (expected to work) 
The welfare rate for a single person is $610 a month to cover everything including: housing, 
food, personal hygiene, clothing, household supplies and, as they are required to look for work, a 
cell phone and transit.  

Single Parent Family (expected to work) 
A one parent family with 2 children receives $1036 a month in welfare, including $660 for 
housing and $376 for support, for a total welfare income of $12,432 a year. 
People with Disabilities 
A single person with disabilities receives $906 a month, including $375 for housing and $531 for 
support, for a total annual income of $10,872 a year. 

A single parent family, of 2 children and an adult with disability, receives $1,332 a month in 
welfare, including $660 for housing and $672 for support, for a total annual income of $15,984 a 
year. 

Barriers to Welfare 
• In 2003 the government closed 36 welfare offices making it harder for people, especially in 

smaller communities, to access welfare and the offices. 
• To receive welfare a person has to be virtually destitute. A single person is allowed total assets 

of $2,000. Couples and single parent families can only have assets of $4,000. 
• After a person applies for welfare they usually have to wait 5 weeks before they receive any 

money. 
• To receive welfare most people have to have been financially independent for at least two 

consecutive years before applying. 
• A person welfare who is expected to work is not provided with funds for training. 

Welfare Rates are Below Poverty  
All the welfare rates are far below the poverty line. There are different ways to calculate the 
poverty line but, however it is done, people on welfare are far below the poverty line. 
In Vancouver  1 person 2 people 3 people 

Low income cut-offs before tax 23,647 29,440 36,193 
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Low income cut-offs after tax 19,597 23,850 29,699 

Market Basket Rate 18,831 26,632 32,617 

Note this is annual income. The poverty line is lower in smaller and more rural communities. 

The Dietitians of Canada say the cost of healthy eating in BC is $689 a month for a family of 3 
and around $250 for a healthy male adult and $210 for a healthy women adult.  

Poverty in BC 
In addition to the nearly 200,000 people on welfare living in extreme poverty, there are a further 
500,000 in poverty – mostly the working poor.  

Based on the Market Basket Rate (Based on the actual costs of housing food, etc), BC’s poverty 
rate in 2011 is 16.5%, the highest in Canada, and well above the national average of 12%, and the 
rate has been increasing since 2008 when the recession hit. 21.1% of children in BC are in 
poverty, compared to 13.7% for Canada as a whole.  

 

A few more facts 
• At least 11% of the population, and over 15% of children, in BC are food insecure.  
• BC also has the worst inequality gap between the richest and poorest 20% of the population.  
• Poverty touches most people in BC with many people having families and friends in poverty, 

or living one or two pay cheques away from poverty. 
• People who are poor suffer higher rates of illness, more time in hospital and die 10 years 

earlier. 
• Children’s mental and physical development are damaged by poverty even before they are 

born. 
• A person on disability in Alberta receives $1,588 a month. 
 


